
STUFF THE RANGE ROVER

At Western Reserve Masonic Community

GRAND
PRIZE! 

The lucky grand prize 
winner will receive a 
Power Wheels Range 
Rover stuffed to the 
brim with gifts and 

goodies!

What can possibly be more 
fun than a toy car filled with 
gifts? For years, that’s been 
the “driving” motivation for the 
HANDS Foundation’s “Stuff 
the Range Rover” fundrais-
er held at Western Reserve 
Masonic Community. The 
grand prize winner receives 
a motorized toy Range Rover 
stuffed with prizes and gifts.

The popular family-oriented 
event always draws a large 
crowd of guests to celebrate the 
upcoming holiday while at the 
same time supporting the work 
of the HANDS Foundation.

Everyone is invited to enjoy the 
complimentary refreshing bev-
erages, tasty hors d’oeuvres, 
and holiday dessert buffet 
prepared by the WRMC staff. 

Attendees can make their 
bids on the many gifts and 
silent auction items and to 
buy sideboard tickets.

As in years past, the bidding 
for the grand prize is a Power 
Wheels Range Rover, stuffed 
to the brim with presents 
valued at several thousand 
dollars. The Power Wheels 
Range Rover provides all the 
fun and excitement kids need 
for hours of driving fun! 

Will you be the lucky win-
ner? There’s only one way 
to find out! Join us for this 
great holiday event and sup-
port a worthy cause to help 
seniors in Medina County. All 
money raised will be donated 
to the HANDS Foundation.A PUBLICATION OF THE HANDS FOUNDATION

HANDS Across Medina County Foundation
P.O. Box 868  |  Brunswick, Ohio  |  44212

Visit us on the Web: HANDS-Foundation.org

Helping HANDS
A Publication of the HANDS FoundationNOV / DEC 2024

HELPING TO ASSIST AND INFORM OLDER ADULTS AND SENIORS IN MEDINA COUNTY

Stuff the Range Rover!
SAVE THE DATE!

December 3 at 6:00pm

s

MORE DETAILS ON NEXT PAGE



FUNERAL HOME
BAUER

2089 Columbia Road • Valley City
www.BauerFuneralHome1943.com

[ SINCE 1943 ]

330-483-3300   •  Mary Ann Bauer / Charles Bauer - Funeral Directors

Pre-Planning  |  Traditional Services  |  Cremation  
Urns & Caskets  |  Military Honors  |  Grief Support
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FEBRUARY 6, 2025
4:30 - 7:30pm
Western Reserve 

Masonic Community

PURSES

PURPOSE
WITH A

SAVE THE
DATE!



MEDINA
OFFICE FOR
OLDER ADULTS

AND 
SENIOR CENTER

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

Creating peace of mind
during your time of need

Since 1902 our family has been serving 
Medina County residents in their greatest time of need. 

It is our goal to consistently help every family experience 
a deep and meaningful tribute for their loved ones.

MEDINA
765 NORTH COURT

330-723-3229

BRUNSWICK
3300 CENTER ROAD

330-225-1770
WaiteFuneralHome.com

Comfortable, Easy Living.
Dedicated to the spirit of independence for seniors.

StrongSville 
440-238-3600

Berea 
440-243-9050

Assisted and Independent Living
At Generations Senior Living, we support independence 
through compassionate, personalized care for our residents. 
We have two beautiful and unique communities in Berea and 
Strongsville for older adults who may need a bit of help with 
everyday activities. Each community offers a comfortable 
and unique aesthetic, a bustling activity and entertainment 
calendar, and more.

Providing Care with Integrity and Respect
We are dedicated to treating every individual with the utmost 
respect and unwavering integrity. Whether we’re providing 
beautiful accommodations in our Independent and Assisted 
Living communities, or working with other organizations to 
help seniors reach their potential, we give everyone the same 
treatment we’d give our own family.

generations
SENIOR LIVING
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November 2024
Z = ZOOM CLASS •  * = FEE • ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE • BILLIARDS EVERY DAY 8:00-4:30

MCOOA OFFICE CLOSED

MCOOA OFFICE CLOSED

MCOOA OFFICE CLOSED

FREMONT HOLIDAY TOUR

WHEELING/OGLEBAY TRIP

28 29

HAPPY

Thanksgiving
Give Thanks

Be Thankful

HAPPY

Thanks
Giving

HAPPY

Thanksgiving
Give Thanks

Be Thankful

HAPPY

Thanks
Giving

  9 & 10 Edwina’s Exercise
 10:00 14 Card Game
 10:45 OSU Nutrition Class
 11:30 Lunch
 1:00 Hook Nook

  9 & 10 Edwina’s Exercise
 10:00 14 Card Game
 10:45 OSU Nutrition Class
 11:30 Lunch
 1:00 Hook Nook

  9 & 10 Edwina’s Exercise
 10:00 14 Card Game
10:00 Pumpkin Craft: 

  OSU Ext.
 11:30 Lunch
  1:00 Hook Nook
 1:00 Mahjong
 1:30 One-on-One w/Pieri

  9 & 10  Edwina’s Exercise
 10:00 14 Card Game
 10:45 OSU Nutrition Class
 11:30 Lunch
 1:00 Hook Nook

 9:30 Chair Yoga w/Jackie
9:30 Painting w/Taylor

 10:00 Bridge
 10:30 BalloFlex Fitness*
 11:30 Lunch* 
12:15 Movie: One Love 

  1:00 Mahjong

 9:30 Chair Yoga w/Jackie
 10:00 Bridge
 10:30 BalloFlex Fitness*
 11:30 Lunch*  
  1:00 Mahjong

 9:30 BP Screening
  ComForCare 

9:30 Chair Yoga w/Jackie
 10:00 Bridge
 10:30 BalloFlex Fitness*
 11:30 Lunch*
 1:00 Mahjong

   9 & 10 Edwina’s Exercise
  10 & 12 Hand & Foot
 10:00 Tai Chi w/Danny*
 10:00 Katie’s Drawing Class
11:30 Lunch

1:00 Beginning Watercolor*
1:00 Jammer’s Rehearsal
1:15 Parkinson’s Support Grp
2:30 BalloFlex*

 9:30 Bingo -Z- Broadway Creek
10:30 Weights Workout w/Lisa* 

 11:00 Program - Leo’s Jammers   
  VETERANS CONCERT
 11:30 Lunch*
12:00  Pinochle

  12:30 Game Day 
1:00  Mahjong

    9 & 10 Edwina’s Exercise
  10 & 12 Hand & Foot
 10:00 Tai Chi w/Danny*
 10:00 FREE Christmas Craft  
  w/Brunswick Pointe
11:30 Lunch 

1:00 Beginning Watercolor*
2:30 BalloFlex*

        9:00 BP Screening
  Cleve. Clinic
9 & 10 Edwina’s Exercise
  10 & 12 Hand & Foot
 10:00 Tai Chi w/Danny*
11:30 Lunch

1:00 Beginning Watercolor*
2:30 BalloFlex*

 9:30 Bingo - Z -Medina Ctr
10:30 Program - Simple Ways to

  Add Fruits & Veg to Your
  Diet, Marilyn Wright
 11:30 Lunch* 
12:00 Pinochle

  12:30 Game Day
 1:00 Mahjong
 1:00 Grief Support Group
 2:30 Beginner Line Dance  
  w/Jenny & YouTube

 9:15 Bingo - Z - Falling Waters
11:00 Program - “Lost Ohio 

  Treasures” w/Author Mark  
  Strecker
 11:15 Lunch*
12:00  Pinochle

  12:30 Game Day 
1:00  Mahjong

 2:30 Beginner Line Dance
  w/Jenny & YouTube

          9:30 Bingo-Z- Richison
10:30 Weights Workout w/Lisa*

 11:00 VOLUNTEER 
  APPRECIATION 
  LUNCHEON
12:00  Pinochle 

12:00 Book Club
  12:30 Game Day
 1:00 Mahjong 

  9:30 Bingo - Z - Life Care
 10:00 Painting
10:30 Program - Hammered 

  Dulcimer, Mary Lou Jubin
 11:30 Lunch - Life Care
 12:00 Pinochle

1:00 Chair Yoga w/Lisa*

 9:30 Bingo - Z - Medina Meadows
 10:00 Painting
 11:00 Lunch  & Learn 
  w/Suzanne, Brookdale South
 12:00 Pinochle

1:00 Chair Yoga w/Lisa*

            9:30 Bingo - Z - Angels Care
 10:00 Painting
10:30 Program - Paws for Friendship 

  w/Rebecca Hamilton
 11:00 Program- Identity Theft, US Bank
 11:30 Lunch - Avenue
 12:00 Pinochle

1:00 Chair Yoga w/Lisa*
1:30-3:30 Ask an Attorney

 9:30 Bingo -Z- Devoted
 10:00 Painting
10:30 Program - Feel Good Bingo
11:30 Lunch - Medina Center

 12:00 Pinochle
1:00 Chair Yoga w/Lisa*

 1:00 Friends ‘n Focus Low 
  Vision Support Group

KITTEN CRAZY DATe To COME

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

 2 3 4 5 6
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 23 24 25 26 27

30 31
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December 2024
BILLIARDS ALL DAY MONDAY - FRIDAY

h appy holiday

merry christmas

  9 & 10  Edwina’s Exercise
 10:00 14 Card Game
 10:00 FREE Easy Christmas  
  Card Class
 11:30 Lunch
 1:00 Hook Nook
 

  9 & 10  Edwina’s Exercise
 10:00 14 Card Game
 10:00 Painting w/Taylor
 11:30 Lunch
 1:00 Hook Nook
 1:30 One-on-One w/Pieri
 

  9 & 10  Edwina’s Exercise
 10:00 14 Card Game
 11:30 Lunch
  1:00 Hook Nook

  9 & 10  Edwina’s Exercise
 10:00 14 Card Game
 11:30 Lunch
 1:00 Hook Nook

  9 & 10  Edwina’s Exercise
 10:00 14 Card Game
 11:30 Lunch
 1:00 Hook Nook

 9:30 Chair Yoga w/Jackie
 10:00 Bridge
 10:30 BalloFlex Fitness*
 11:30 Lunch*
  1:00 Mahjong

 9:30 Chair Yoga w/Jackie
 10:00 Bridge
 10:30 BalloFlex Fitness*
 11:30 Lunch*
 1:00 Mahjong

  9:30 Chair Yoga w/Jackie
 9:30 BP Screening-  
  ComForCare
 10:00 Bridge
 10:30 BalloFlex Fitness*
 11:30 Lunch*
  1:00 Mahjong

 9:30 Chair Yoga w/Jackie
 10:00 Bridge
 10:00 Christmas Craft Project
 10:30 BalloFlex Fitness*
 11:30 Lunch*
  1:00 Mahjong

    9:30 Chair Yoga w/Jackie
 10:00 Bridge
 10:30 BalloFlex Fitness*
 11:30 Lunch*
 12:15 Movie: Genie
  1:00 Mahjong

 9 & 10 Edwina’s Exercise
  10 & 12 Hand & Foot
 10:00 Tai Chi w/Danny*
 11:30 Lunch
 1:00 Beginning Watercolor*
 1:15 Parkinson’s Support Grp
 2:30 BalloFlex*

 9 & 10 Edwina’s Exercise
  10 & 12 Hand & Foot
 10:00 Tai Chi w/Danny*
 10:00 OOA Cookie Decorating
 11:30 Lunch
 1:00 Beginning Watercolor*
 2:30 BalloFlex*

         9:00 BP Screening.Cle. Clinic 
9 & 10 Edwina’s Exercise
  10 & 12 Hand & Foot
 10:00 Tai Chi w/Danny*
 10:00 Katie’s Drawing Class
 11:00 Director’s Roundtable
 11:30 Lunch 
 1:00 Beginning Watercolor*
 1:00 Jammer’s Rehearsal 
 2:30 BalloFlex*

 9 & 10 Edwina’s Exercise
  10 & 12 Hand & Foot
 10:00 Tai Chi w/Danny*
 11:30 Lunch
 1:00 Beginning Watercolor*
 2:30 BalloFlex*

       9:30 Bingo - Z - Medina Ctr.
 10:30 Program: Aging Feet 
  w/Gentle Soles
 10:30 Weights Workout w/Lisa*
 11:30 Lunch* 
 12:00 Pinochle
  12:30 Game Day
 1:00 Mahjong
 1:00 Grief Support Group
 2:30 Beginner Line Dance   
  w/Jenny & YouTube

  9:30 Bingo - Z - Broadway Crk
 10:30 Program - CHRISTMAS
  PARTY
 11:30 Treasurer Burke 
  Piano Concert
 11:30 Lunch* 
 12:00 Pinochle
  12:30 Game Day
 1:00 Mahjong

         9:30 Bingo - Z - Falling Waters
 10:30 Weights Workout w/Lisa*
 11:00 Program: JAMMER’S  
  CHRISTMAS CONCERT
 11:30 Lunch* 
 12:00 Pinochle
  12:30 Game Day
 1:00 Mahjong
 2:30 Beginner Line Dance   
  w/Jenny & YouTube

 9:30 Bingo - Z - Richison
 11:00 Program: NOON YEARS 
  EVE MASQUERADE PARTY  
  W/CELEBRATION BAND
 11:30 Lunch*  
 12:00 Pinochle 
 12:30 Game Day 
 1:00 Mahjong

  9:30 Bingo -Z- Angels Care
 10:00 Painting
 10:30 Program - Fall Prevention   
   w/Stephanie, Angels Care
 11:30 Lunch - Avenue
 12:00 Pinochle
 1:00 Chair Yoga w/Lisa*
 1:30-3:30 Ask an Attorney

  9:30 Bingo -Z- Life Care
 10:00 Painting
 10:30 Program - Prevention Bingo
 11-12 Balance Screenings  
  by Fyzical 
 11:30 Lunch - Life Care
 12:00 Pinochle
 1:00 Chair Yoga w/Lisa*

 9:30 Bingo -Z- Devoted
 10:00 Painting
 10:30 Program - Reindeer Games
 11:30 Lunch - Medina Center
 12:00 Pinochle
 1:00 Chair Yoga w/Lisa*
 1:00 Friends ‘n Focus Low  
  Vision Support Group

CHRISTMAS CAROL TRIP JACK CASINO TRIP

ALL ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE * = FEE REQUIRED; Z=ZOOM

MCOOA OFFICE CLOSED



WE ALSO SERVE
North royaltoN / BroaDVIEW htS. / BrEckSVIllE / rIchfIElD

Providing 4 hours to 24/7 Care
Short term respite care also available

VisitingAngels.com  |  CALL uS 24 hOuRS A dAy!

(toll free 877-757-5924)

The Care You Need, At Home, By Angels

Whether you’re finding it harder to handle certain daily tasks as 
you get older, or you have a loved one who has recently been 
diagnosed with dementia, Visiting angels® Medina-Strongsville 
offers the quality at home care required for you or your loved 
one to face these challenges right at home. With our custom 
home care plans, you have the power to choose a compassion-
ate, skilled caregiver you trust to provide senior care services for 
your exact needs and situation.

330-723-0300
440-546-0307

Medina 
Strongsville

574 Leisure Lane • Medina
330.725.1596

Town Homes
Below Market Rent

Attached Carport

2 Bedroom Villas
All First Floor

Lake Views
Washer/Dryer Connections

1 Bedroom
All First Floor

Cable & Internet included

For Ages
55 and
 Better!

Exclusive Living
MEDINA’S BEST KEPT SECRET

A 55 & OLDER
COMMUNITY

Town Homes
Below Market Rent

Attached Carport

2 Bedroom Villas
All First Floor with Lake Views

Washer/Dryer Connection

1 Bedroom
All First Floor

574 Leisure Lane
Medina

330.725.1596

ForestMeadowsVillas.com

Cable & Internet Included

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

SOPREMA
SENIOR CENTER

& CAFE
WADSWORTH



CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

BRUNSWICK
As a Senior Real Estate Specialist, helping buyers and 
sellers maneuver through the intricacies of selling and 
or buying a home is my passion. Many Baby Boomers 
and The Greatest Generation have not bought or sold 
a home in decades. I am the first call to make to make 
this the smoothest transition possible. My specialty 
includes an initial consultation with my clients and/or 
their families. 

During our initial conversation we will discuss every 
detail, identify which other resources are needed be-
fore, during, and after the sale or purchase of a home. 
Communication is key. Being part of the Medina County 
Senior Services Network has given me insight into oth-
er specialists in their fields. This is an important asset 
for all my sellers and buyers. Creating a seamless tran-
sition alleviates stress. This is my goal for everyone. 

I believe that my clients are the most important part of ev-
ery sale. My team takes pride in delivering personal and 
professional service to each individual we represent. 

Licensed in 1998 as a sales agent, and 2003 as a Bro-
ker, plus I achieved the Accredited Buyer Represen-
tation certification, I was trained by the National As-
sociation of Realtors as a Mediator for the Board of 
Realtors, I have an ePro designation as well as proud-
ly being a Senior Real Estate Specialist. 

BUYING AND SELLING A HOME?
CONTACT JANET TODAY!BRUNSWICK

REC CENTER
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November 2024

MCOOA OFFICE CLOSED MCOOA OFFICE CLOSED

28 2928 2928 29

HAPPY

Thanksgiving
Give Thanks

Be Thankful

HAPPY

Thanks
Giving

HAPPY

Thanksgiving
Give Thanks

Be Thankful

HAPPY

Thanks
Giving

ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

      

MCOOA OFFICE CLOSED
FOR VETERANS DAY

FREMONT HOLIDAY TOUR

WHEELING/OGLEBAY TRIP

 11:15 Line Dance 
  Intermediate/
  Improver
 12:00 Mah Jongg

1:00 Culinary Club

11:00 MUNCH & LEARN
  The Giving Place

11:15 Line Dance 
  Intermediate/
  Improver
 12:00 Mah Jongg

11:00 MUNCH & LEARN
  John Burke- “The  
  First Thanksgiving”

11:15 Line Dance 
  Intermediate/
  Improver
 12:00 Mah Jongg

11:00 MUNCH & LEARN
  Buckeye Hospice  
  “Hospice & Humor”

11:15 Line Dance 
  Intermediate/
  Improver
 12:00 Mah Jongg

8:00 Cards 
12:00 Program: Estate 

  Planning w/Attorney
  Joe Orlando
 1:00 Bingo 

6:00 Beginner Line 
  Dancing

 8:00 Cards
 2:30 Tech Tuesday by  
  appointment 
  w/BHS students
 1:00 Bingo

6:00 Beginner Line 
  Dancing

 8:00 Cards
 10:00 Program: Heritage 
  Farm BHS-Civil War  
  Nursing
 1:00 Bingo - Willowood  

6:00 Beginner Line 
  Dancing

            8:00 Cards
 1:00 Thanksgiving 
  Bingo - Divine  
  Pearlview
 2:30 Tech Tuesday by  
  appointment 
  w/BHS students

6:00 Beginner Line 
  Dancing

 9:00 Vintage Artists
 11:30 OOA Nutrition
 12:00 Brain Games w/Sue
 12:00 Mah Jongg
 12:15  Big Brothers/Big 
  Sisters Presentation
 12:30 Knit & Crochet
 1:00 Bingo w/Spry Srs

      9:00 Vintage Artists
 11:30 OOA Nutrition
 12:00 Brain Games w/Sue
 12:00 Mah Jongg

12:30 Knit & Crochet
1:00 OOA Benefi ts w/Sean

      9:00 Vintage Artists
 11:30 OOA Nutrition
 12:00 Brain Games w/Sue
 12:00 Mah Jongg

12:30 Knit & Crochet
6:30 Caregiver Support

  9:00  Vintage Artists
  9:30  Activity Council Mtg

10:00 Program: Aging Feet
   w/Gentle Soles 
  Mobile Foot Care
  Nurse
 11:30 OOA Nutrition
 12:00 Brain Games w/Sue
 12:00 Mah Jongg
 12:30 Knit & Crochet

 8:00 Cards
9:30 Beginner Line 

  Dancing
12:00 Program: Bee Biology 

  w/Peggie Garnes
12:15 Dominoes

 8:00 Cards
9:30 Beginner Line Dancing

12:15 Dominoes
1:00 Bingo w/Altenheim

 8:00 Cards
9:30 NO LINE DANCING  

  TODAY
 12:00 Ask An Attorney-Salek

12:15 Dominoes
1:00 Bingo- FallingWater

11:30 OOA Nutrition
12:00 Danbury-Create a 

  Better You!
 12:30 Ladies Pinochle

 11:30 OOA Nutrition
12:00 Kitten Krazy 

  Holiday Donation  
  Drive Kick Off!
 12:30 Ladies Pinochle

 11:30 OOA Nutrition
 12:30 Ladies Pinochle

  10:00 Program: Birds of
  Ohio w/Mark from 
  Medina County 
  Park District

11:30 OOA Nutrition
12:00 Danbury Chair Chi

 12:30 Ladies Pinochle

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

 2 3 4 5 6

 16 17 18 19 20

 23 24 25 26 27

30 31

 9 10 11 12 13

December 2024
ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

h appy holiday

merry christmas

MCOOA OFFICE CLOSED

11:00 MUNCH & LEARN
  Plan Your Next 
  Adventure w/Great  
  Day Tours 

11:15 Line Dance 
  Intermediate/
  Improver
 12:00 Mah Jongg

11:00 MUNCH & LEARN
  Balance & Fitness
  w/Fyzical
 11:15 Line Dance 
  Intermediate/
  Improver
 12:00 Mah Jongg

         9:30 Art Critique Group
11:00 MUNCH & LEARN

  Christmas Games  
  w/Ohio Living  
  Home Health

11:15 Line Dance 
  Intermediate/
  Improver
 12:00 Mah Jongg

         11:00 MUNCH & LEARN
  Funeral Planning 
  w/Waite Funeral   
  Home
 11:15 Line Dance 
  Intermediate/
  Improver
 12:00 Mah Jongg

1:00 Culinary Club

11:00 MUNCH & LEARN
  Home is Where the  
  Heart is w/Home   
  Health Care
 11:15 Line Dance 
  Intermediate/
  Improver
 12:00 Mah Jongg

8:00 Cards
 1:00 Bingo 

2:30 Tech Tuesday w/BHS  
  Students

6:00 Beginner Line Dance

8:00 Cards
 10:00 Book Club
 1:00 Bingo
 1:00 Bingo - Willowood

6:00 Beginner Line Dance

 8:00 Cards
 11:30 Christmas Party 
  w/BHS Choir & 
  Grace Church 
  Carolers
 1:00 Bingo - Willowood 

6:00 Beginner Line Dance

 8:00 Cards
 1:00 Bingo 

2:30 Tech Tuesday 
  w/BHS Students

6:00 NO LINE DANCING  
  TODAY

 8:00 Cards
 1:00 Bingo - Divine  
  Pearlview

6:00 NO LINE DANCING  
  TODAY

 9:00 Vintage Artists
 10:00 Activity Council

11:30 Cardio Dance
 11:30 OOA Nutrition
 12:00 Brain Games w/Sue
 12:00 Mah Jongg
 12:30 Knit & Crochet

 9:00 Vintage Artists
 11:30 OOA Nutrition
 12:00 Mah Jongg
 12:00 Brain Games w/Sue
 12:30 Knit & Crochet

1:00 OOA Benefi ts w/Sean
6:30 Caregiver Support

 9:00 Vintage Artists
10:00 Activity Council

 11:30 OOA Nutrition
 12:00 Mah Jongg
 12:00 Brain Games w/Sue
 12:30 Knit & Crochet

 8:00 Cards
9:30 Beginner Line 

  Dancing
12:00 Santa Visits for 

  Kitten Krazy 
  Donation Event

12:15 Dominoes

 8:00 Cards
9:30 Beginner Line 

  Dancing
12:15 Dominoes

1:00 Christmas Bingo -  
  Altenheim

 8:00 Cards
9:30 Beginner Line 

  Dancing
12:15 Dominoes

1:00 Bingo - Altenheim

 8:00 Cards
9:30 NO LINE DANCING  

  TODAY
12:15 Dominoes

1:00 Bingo - FallingWater

12:00 Danbury-Create a 
  Better You!
 12:30 Ladies Pinochle

1:00 Christmas Bingo w/  
  Laurie from Spry   
  Seniors

 9:00 SS Circuit
 11:30 OOA Nutrition
 12:30 Ladies Pinochle

 11:30 OOA Nutrition
 12:30 Ladies Pinochle

1:00 Cleveland T.O.P.S.   
  Swing Band 
  Christmas 
  Concert

11:30 OOA Nutrition
12:00 Danbury Chair Chi

 12:30 Ladies Pinochle

CHRISTMAS CAROL TRIP JACK CASINO TRIP
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FROM YOUR STATE REPRESENTATIVE

By: State Representative, SHARON RAY

A CHRISTMAS GIFT 
FOR OUR COMMUNITY

614-466-8140
Rep66@OhioHouse.gov

77 South High St., 13th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215

Sharon A. Ray
State Representative 

House District 66

We are lucky to live in an 
amazing County.  Our small-
town charm combined with 
plentiful services, good 
schools and easy access to 
employment makes our area 
a coveted place to live, work 
and raise a family.  With a me-
dian family income of almost 
$90,000/year, we are consid-
ered one of the more affluent 
counties in the State.  

Unfortunately, not all our res-
idents are doing that well.  
While social service agencies 
and our Church Community 
have been doing their best 
to assist folks who fall into 
homelessness, they have 
been overwhelmed in the last 
few years.  We are currently 
the largest county in the State 
of Ohio without an Emergen-
cy Housing Shelter.

That is about to change, 
thanks to the dedication and 
caring concern of our commu-
nity.  In all my years of pub-
lic service I have never seen 
a project garner community 
support like this project has.

Just a few short years ago 
the Medina County Housing 
network approved a Medi-
na County Community plan 
that included an Emergency 
Housing Shelter as one of 
its action plans.  The Medina 
Metropolitan Housing Authori-
ty was receiving an average of 
58 calls a month from people 
experiencing a housing crisis.  
Operation Homes and our 
Churches were also assisting 
folks.  The problem was in-
creasing and our community 
set their sights on a solution.  
In April of 2021, I was able 
to secure a small $ 100,000 
state allocation to compile 
data and recommend solu-
tions.    Under the Direction 
of our Medina Metropolitan 
Housing Authority Director, 

Skip Sipos, the project be-
came a priority.  With help from 
the Leadership Medina Coun-
ty class of 2023, who made 
it their class project to create 
and implement a marketing 
plan to increase communi-
ty support and awareness

of the need for a Medina 
County Emergency Housing 
Shelter, interest in the proj-
ect soared.  Financial sup-
port from the Medina County 
Commissioners and an ad-
ditional allocation from the 
State coordinated by State 
Senator Mark Romanchuk 
and me provided resources 
for construction.

In honor of our county’s shape 
– and as a message of hope 
for those that may use it, the 
shelter was given a name. 
Next Step Up.

A non-project corporation, 
Next Step Up, Inc. has been 
established to provide op-
erational oversight and ad-
ministrative guidance to the 
Medina Metropolitan Hous-
ing Authority, who will retain 
ownership of the building and 
provide staffing and mainte-
nance.  Next Step Up Inc., 
as a 501(c3) will also accept

I had the honor to speak at MENWA Apartments 50th Anniversary with 
Wadsworth Mayor Robin Laubaugh and Rev. Mohr.  MENWA provides 
affordable housing for our senior population and its 70 apartments are 
consistently full, with a long waiting list of potential residents.  It is 
maintained beautifully by the Medina Metropolitan Housing Authority.

Aging & Disability Resource Center: 
The starting point for information, assistance & counseling.

Family Caregiver Support Program: 
Information, respite, counseling & other services.

Older Americans Act Programs: 
Community-based meal sites & home delivered meals. 

PASSPORT Medicaid Waiver Program: 
Long-term support with in-home services to older adults.

Call our resource center to learn about 
our programs and services including:

216.621.0303
800.626.7277

AreaAgingSolutions.org

Area Agency On Aging
Providing choices for people to live independently in the place they want to call home.

––– SERVING ––– 
CUYAHOGA, GEAUGA, 

LAKE, LORAIN AND 
MEDINA COUNTIES 

contributions and raise funds 
for the shelter.  As if on queue, 
the last piece of the puzzle 
fell into place the middle of 
October, when the Ohio De-
partment of Development an-
nounced they were providing 
$ 600,000 in start-up opera-
tional funding.  If you are inter-
ested in donating or season.

learning more, send an email 
to NextStepUp@mmha.org to 
receive updates on the Shel-
ters progress. It warms my 
heart the number of contrib-
utors to this project, I could 
not possibly name them 
all.  The community collab-
oration and commitment to 
take care of our less fortu-
nate truly says a lot about us.
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JOHN BURkEFROM YOUR TREASURER

THE LEGEND OF 
THE WINDIGO

Click Here for More
Information

Don't miss this content from our sponsor

Ad By Sponsor

IMAGE CREDIT: Britannica.com, 
Windigo, tempera on heavy light 
brown building paper by Norval 
Morrisseau, c. 1964; in the 
collection of Glenbow, Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada.

The passing of Halloween this 
year made me think of anoth-
er old scary story told by the 
Woodland Indians who lived in 
Northeast America. It was told 
by many tribes and is called 
the Legend of the Windigo. 

Long ago, in the forest there 
lived a village of Indians. 
They hunted deer, bear and 
buffalo and were very happy.

But one-day trouble came 
to their village. A young man 
went hunting in the forest and 
did not return. A few days later 
a young woman went to pick 
berries and never came back.

And then the peo-
ple were afraid. 
They knew a Win-
digo had come to 
live in their forest. 

A Windigo is a giant 
creature as tall as 
the tallest tree. He 
is made of stone 
(some accounts 
say he is made of 
ice or has a heart 
of ice), and no ar-
rows or spears 
can harm him. His 
eyes are like deep 
black holes or 
caves with no eye-
balls. And when a 
human looks at his 
eyes he is hypno-
tized. But the most 
terrifying thing 
about a Windigo 
is what he eats 
— the Windigo is 
a cannibal and 
feeds on humans.

The tribe decided to build a 
sweat lodge and pray to the 
Great Spirit for help. A sa-
cred fire was built to heat the 
stones. Stones were heated in 
the fire until they were red hot. 
Several young boys picked up 
the heated stones with deer 
antlers and brought them one 
by one into the sweat lodge to 
make purifying steam.

When one young boy brought 
in the last hot stone there was 
a great POP, and the stone 
split into two pieces. The boy 
looked down at the stone and 
he got an idea. If heat can 
split stones and the Windigo 
is made of stone, could heat 
destroy the Windigo? The 
tribe elders pondered this 
and decided yes, they might 
destroy the Windigo by fire.

The next day all the people of 
the village went into the forest 
and dug a great pit as deep as 
the tallest tree. They covered 
the top of it with branches and 
leaves, so it was completely 
hidden. 

Then they hid until it grew 
dark. Late that night they 
heard the heavy footsteps of 
the Windigo. Its heavy rock 
feet shook the ground with 
each step. Then there was a 
loud crash. The Windigo fell 
into the hidden pit.

Quickly all the people ran and 
threw braches and wood into 
the pit and then burning coal 
to catch it on fire. The flames 
went high into the sky and 
they heard an explosion and a 
terrible scream. The Windigo 
had cracked into many little 
pieces from the heat of the fire.

Then the people heard a 
buzzing-like sound. All the 
sparks from the fire had 
turned into tiny insects that 
flew away into the sky. And 
there was a small, tiny voice 
that said, “You can burn me 
but you won’t be rid of me. I 
will haunt this land and for-
ever and I will eat your peo-
ple for generations to come!” 
Then the voice went away, 
and the Indians returned to 
their village.

Fall and winter came, and no 
one heard the tiny voice and 
everyone forgot about the

Windigo. Then in the summer 
the strange buzzing sound 
was heard again. The people 
began to think of the Windigo 
and remember what the tiny 
voice had said. And then the 
people felt small burning bites 
on their arms, legs and bodies.

The Windigo had come back 
to fulfill his curse, he had re-
turned in the form of mosqui-
toes. And he has been eating 
the people ever since. But 
now he can only take one little 
bite at a time.

John brings the story of our country to life through his interpretations 
of various Native Americans and early settlers. Custom presentations 
for schools, libraries, parks, groups and events of all kinds.

Visit BurkesLivingHistory.com to learn more!
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COMMISSIONERS’ CORNER

Mathew Springer takes helm as County Administrator, 
succeeding Chris Jakab in leadership transition

Administration Building • 144 North Broadway Street, Medina

Steve Hambley 
Office: 330-722-9214 
Cell: 216-570-6958 

shambley@ohmedinaco.org

Colleen Swedyk 
Office: 330-722-9212 
Cell: 216-570-9809 

cswedyk@ohmedinaco.org

Aaron Harrison 
Office: 330-722-9211 
Cell: 330-635-3002 

aharrison@ohmedinaco.org

MATHEW SPRINGER

After reprising his role as 
Medina County Administra-
tor in 2023, Chris Jakab has 
stepped into a new role as 
part-time Special Projects Di-
rector, and Matthew Springer 
has taken the helm as County 
Administrator. 

Prior to his return as Coun-
ty Administrator, Jakab held 
various leadership roles in 
Medina County for three de-
cades serving first as Finance 
Director then as County Ad-
ministrator until his retirement 
in December 2014. 

The current Board of Com-
missioners is grateful for his 
return to this leadership role. 
His return has been key to 
preserving continuity in the 
County administrative offices, 
and his experience has been 
essential to providing stability 
and consistency. 

“Since returning to work for 
the Board of County Commis-
sioners in 2023, Chris Jakab 
has been an indispensable 
partner in keeping Medina 
County moving forward while 
being mindful of our history of 
fiscal restraint. His organiza-
tional and management skills 
are only exceeded by his ded-
ication to public service,” said 
Commissioner Steve Hamb-
ley. “As Matt Springer advanc-
es to assume the role as Me-
dina County Administrator, I 
am very grateful that Chris will 
continue to serve the commis-
sioners as a Special Projects 
Director over the next several 
months. His sustained influ-
ence and experienced man-
agement of these critical ini-
tiatives of County government 
are of immeasurable value to 
the board, as well as the fu-
ture successes of the County.”

Commissioner Colleen Swe-
dyk added, “Chris Jakab is 
the perfect example of a true 
public servant. He came out of 
retirement to assist the Coun-
ty during a transitional period. 
Chris has taken responsibili-
ty for training a new Finance 
Director and the new County 
Administrator. His leadership 
and management skills are 
second to none. We truly 
appreciate his willingness to 
stay on board in a part-time 
capacity and oversee spe-
cial projects. I will be forever 
grateful that Chris took care 
of our County’s needs when 
called upon. Chris has done 
an excellent job guiding our 
new County Administrator, 
Matt Springer. Matt is a won-
derful addition to County 
leadership. We are so happy 
that he is part of our team!”

Commissioner Aaron Har-
rison stated, “Chris has 
served as a stabilizing force 
in his work with the County.

In discussions with fellow 
elected officials, department 
heads and other County em-
ployees, Chris’ work is univer-
sally respected and revered. 
As someone who didn’t have 
the privilege of working with 
Chris during his initial tenure 
with the County, I was im-
pressed by his ability to return 

to the organization and im-
mediately take control of the 
operation in a virtually seam-
less fashion.”

Clerk of the Board Rhonda 
Beck said she feels privileged 
to have had the opportunity to 
work with Jakab in his capaci-
ty as County Administrator.

“His knowledge, experience, 
dedication to public service, 
and even his humor, have 
had such a positive impact 
on our office,” she said. “I am 
looking forward to watching 
our incoming County Admin-
istrator Matt Springer grow 
in his new role and am ex-
cited for the future of Coun-
ty operations. Matt has been 
groomed by the best, and I 
have no doubt that he’s going 
to do a great job in this role.”

Springer joined Medina Coun-
ty last year serving as the As-
sistant County Administrator. 
He previously worked with

communities in Summit and 
Medina counties with needs 
related to economic develop-
ment, strategic planning, and 
land-use initiatives.

Springer earned his bache-
lor’s degree from Grace Col-
lege, and a master’s degree 
from the University of Akron 
in Public Administration and 
Planning. He has been work-
ing closely with Jakab since 
last November and is ready to 
begin his new role as County 
Administrator.

“Matt Springer has a very 
promising future as the 
County Administrator,” stat-
ed Harrison. “He arrived with 
a very solid foundation from 
his prior public service and 
has spent the past 10 months 
developing the specific skills 
that are unique to the posi-
tion of County Administrator. 
I believe the County adminis-
tration is in very good hands 
with Matt at the helm, and I 
look forward to the new ideas 
and approaches he will in-
troduce into an already very 
well-functioning County oper-
ation. I hope to have the op-
portunity to work with Matt in 
this capacity for many years 
to come.”

Jakab and Springer transi-
tioned into their new roles 
with Medina County on Sep-
tember 9.



SUICIDE 
PREVENTION 

HELP

If you are a Veteran having thoughts of suicide—or you are concerned 
about one—free, confidential support is available 24/7. Call the Veterans 
Crisis Line at 1-800-273-8255 and press 1, text to 838255, or chat Online 
at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat.

ED ZACkERY
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FROM YOUR VETERANS OFFICE

VETERANS 
BENEFITS HELP

If you have any questions about any of your veterans benefits, feel free to 
contact us at the Medina County Veterans Service Office at (330) 722-9368 
or email us at veterans@medinacountyveterans.org or catch us on the 
web at medinacountyveterans.org

On November 1st, we moved back into our 
remodeled building at 210 Northland Drive, Medina

WE’RE BACk!

“Service for Those That Served and Their Families”  
Because  - We are Family

We are excited to be in this beautiful new 
space and eager to serve our veterans. We 
want to welcome you all to our “Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony” on Wednesday, 
November 13th at 1:00pm. We’ll have a flag 
raising ceremony, some brief speeches and 
of course a tour and some snacks. If you 
can’t make it for the ribbon cutting just 
stop by and say hello. 

We’re Baaaaack! ...at 210 Northland Dr. 

We are excited to be in this beautiful new 
space and eager to serve our veterans. We 
want to welcome you all to our “Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony” on Wednesday, November 13th at 
1:00pm. We’ll have a flag raising ceremony, 
some brief speeches and of course a tour and 
some snacks. If you can’t make it for the ribbon 
cutting just stop by and say hello.

The entrance is in the same spot on the right-
hand side of the building. When you enter you 
will notice a new larger reception room. We’ve 
added two additional offices and a larger intake 
office which will make serving our veterans and 
their families faster and easier.

On the left side of the original building, you’ll 
notice a large garage to park and service our 
fleet of vehicles. To the right of the garage there

is a new entrance. This serves as the entrance 
to the community room.

The community room will be used for pro-
grams and innovative types of therapy. The Vet 
Center will be moving into the community room 
also. We’re hoping to start utilizing the space 
as soon as possible and publish a calendar on-
line the first of the year as well as in our Winter 
2025 newsletter.

We are currently looking for individual’s that 
would like to volunteer in the following areas:
n  Guitar players
n  Basic yoga instructor
n  Musicians for music therapy
n  Mindful breathing instructor

If interested, please contact our office at 
(330) 722-9368 and ask for our Community 

Relations Person.
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For more information, visit www.dooleygembala.com

MORE ON DOOLEY GEMBALAPROUD TO SERVE MEDINA

Matthew 
Aberegg 

3991 North Jefferson Street • (330) 461-9540 • www.dooleygembala.com

Marc 
Hertrick

Business Law
Business Succession Planning
Business Formation & Dissolution
Business Transactions

Corporate Governance
Family Law

Divorce, Dissolution, Separation
Custody

Estate Planning
Asset Protection, Medicaid 
Planning, VA Planning

The Dooley Gembala McLaughlin Pecora law firm 
was founded in 1931 in northeast Ohio. Today our 
Firm serves clients near and far from our three offic-
es: Medina, Sheffield Village, and Vermilion, Ohio.

The Medina office is managed by attorney Marc 
Hertrick. He has been practicing in the legal field 
for nearly 20 years since he followed his father, 
Paul Hertrick’s footsteps, a respected longtime 
attorney serving northeast Ohio. 

In spring 2024, associate attorney Matthew 
Aberegg, previously a Judicial Attorney in the 
Medina County Domestic Relations Court, joined 
the Medina office. Together, Marc and Matthew 
manage mid-market acquisitions and business 
transactions and provide legal counsel for large 
corporations, and flourishing startups, high-net-
worth individuals, and real estate developers. 
In addition, they assist with succession plan-
ning, estate planning, marriage prenuptial and 
post-nuptial agreements, mediation and mar-
riage dissolution.

LORI SCHWARZ

By: JANET GOMMEL, REALTOR, Howard Hanna

HOME HELP

Being a Realtor and actively working in Medina County for the 
last 28 years many people ask quite a few different questions 
regarding Real Estate. The main question is: Where do we start?

The answer is really simple you call your Realtor. If you do not 
have one, look for someone that is active in the community, 
holds the SRES designation (Senior Real Estate Specialist), one 
who belongs to the Medina County Senior Services Network and 
is an active member. Someone that has been in business for a 
while, but most importantly it needs to be someone you are com-
fortable with. Don’t be afraid to talk with more than one Realtor. 
This is an important step, but there are many steps beyond the 
first meeting. If you are comfortable with your first person, con-
gratulations you hit the jackpot. 

Remember, you will be trusting this person to work with you for 
maybe a very short time if you are ready to go today. But it may 
be someone that you will be inviting into your home for the first 
time and having the hard discussion, “How do I do this at my 
age?” You should never feel rushed by your Realtor. You should 
be comfortable enough to tell your Realtor, “Not yet” or “no”. But 
also be comfortable enough to take their advise. When the time 
comes, you will know and so will your Realtor. 

There will be many things to discuss. Your belongings, where 
and when you want to move, is staying in place a while longer an 
option and what does that look like, are there repairs or updates 
that will cost less than what you will get back when you sell your 
home? These are all important items to discuss but there are 
many more depending on your special situation. 

This is all about you! 
JANET GOMMEL

CHOOSING THE RIGHT REALTOR



FROM WRMC WESTERN RESERVE MASONIC COMMUNITY
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SENIOR LIVING ROADMAP

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE  >>

If you move in before the end of 2024, we’ll offer you $500 off each 
of your first 6 months* of rent. We don’t have many of the eligible 
apartments left, so this offer won’t last long! Our prices for these 

floorplans start at $3,400 and include all utilities, events, housekeeping, 
maintenance, a gym, and a daily meal, with no entrance fees! If you move 

before the end of the year: no more shoveling snow!

Today. Tomorrow. Together.

To learn more about this 
exclusive offer or schedule your 

tour of an available floorplan, 
call us at (330) 947-4559 or 
visit wrmcoh.org/Savings24

*Offer only valid for Friendship  
and Broadway floor plans

END OF YEAR SAVINGS!

Before we look at each lev-
el of care separately, let’s 
learn the meaning of the ac-
ronym CCRC.  This stands 
for continuing care retirement 
community. Nobody wants 
to think about their health 
needs changing, but it’s a 
good idea to be prepared.  
A CCRC has all care levels 
available under one roof, in 
one community.  You will find 
independent living, assisted 
living, a healthcare center 
which often includes short-
term rehabilitation as well as 
memory care. Now let’s take 
a look at each care level in 
more detail.

INDEPENDENT LIVINg
Independent living is an op-
tion, usually for those aged 55 
and over who can live inde-
pendently but prefer the com-
panionship and convenience 
of a community designed to 
meet their lifestyle needs.

These communities offer liv-
ing options with services like 
housekeeping, maintenance, 
and security for a comfortable

lifestyle. Residents have ac-
cess to amenities such as fit-
ness centers, social activities, 
and educational programs, 
promoting an active, engag-
ing lifestyle while maintaining 
privacy and independence. 

The focus is to simplify every-
day tasks, allowing residents 
to enjoy their interests and 
hobbies within a friendly and 
supportive environment.

Independent living 
may be a good fit if:

1. You’re ready for someone 
else to handle the household 
chores and maintenance. 
Consider no more yard work 
including shoveling snow.

2. You’re looking for a more 
active social life filled with 
friends and neighbors living 
right next door.

3. You’d love to enjoy a va-
riety of activities, and events 
that peak your interests, both 
at the community or in the 
larger community near you.

Which level of care is right for you?

You deserve to live in a place that sees 
you as an individual with your own 
unique circumstances, requirements, 
preferences and desires. But before you 
get too far along your path to senior 
living, it’s important to understand what 
care levels are available and what each of 
them includes. 

Today. Tomorrow. Together.
Life changes. We’re here to make sure it changes with you.

(330) 642-3841  •  wrmcoh.org
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Today. Tomorrow. Together.
Life changes. We’re here to make sure it changes with you.

(330) 642-3841  •  wrmcoh.org

>>CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

It hasn’t even been a full year since the brand-new independent living opened at 
Western Reserve Masonic Community. The new apartments have been very  

popular and 93% of them are already occupied. There are only 4 left. There’s never 
been a better time to consider moving to Western Reserve Masonic Community. 

Now is the time to reserve your apartment before they’re gone.

 Now is the perfect 
time to consider 

moving to
Western Reserve  

Masonic Community

Today. Tomorrow. Together.

Schedule your personal consultation  
and tour by contacting

Jen Orr at: 
 (330) 947-4559

JOrr@omcoh.org

ASSISTED LIVINg
If you could use a little help 
with tasks like personal care 
and medication management, 
assisted living just might be 
the place for you. Because 
staff is available, 24 hours a 
day, to help with everything 
from activities of daily living 
to housekeeping and laundry, 
you can spend more time do-
ing the things you love.

Assisted living may be a 
good fit if:

1. You could benefit from hav-
ing more personal care ser-
vices than you have at home.

2. You need a little extra help 
with certain activities of daily 
living, like dressing, bathing 
or managing medication.

3. You want supportive care 
but don’t need the round-
the-clock skilled nursing care 
found in healthcare centers.

HEALTHCARE 
CENTER—OFTEN 
REFERRED TO AS 

SKILLED NURSINg 
FACILITy

Healthcare Centers are a 
place where you can go to 
recover, rehabilitate or re-
ceive quality, long-term care. 
Whether you need to stay 
for a short time after a sur-
gery or other medical issue, 
or you need round-the-clock 
licensed healthcare, health-
care centers provide clinical 
resources in a supportive, 
comfortable setting.

A healthcare center may be 
a good fit if:

1. You could use a little extra 
care after a hospitalization but 
anticipate being able to return 
home, or to another type of 
senior living community, after 
a period of time.

2. You need a short-term stay 
for rehabilitation (like physi-
cal, speech or occupational 
therapy) after being hospital-
ized for a medical procedure.

3. Your medical and personal 
care needs have become too 
great to handle at home or in 
assisted living.

MEMORy CARE
Memory care is designed for 
older adults living with Alzhei-
mer’s and other forms of de-
mentia. There are two main 
types of care available in 
memory care.  The first is as-
sisted living. In assisted living 
memory care, residents re-
ceive help with their activities 
of daily living in a secure en-
vironment designed for those 
with memory challenges.  The 
second type of care is skilled 
nursing. Skilled nursing mem-
ory care is much like assisted 
living memory care.  The dif-
ference is that residents need 
more help than assisted living 
can provide, such as needing 
someone to feed them. 

Memory care may be a 
good fit if:

1. You’re worried about the 
safety and security of your 
loved one as a result of their 
declining cognitive abilities.

2. You’ve noticed a decline 
in your loved one’s personal 
care or social life, related to 
their memory loss.

3. You’re experiencing or con-
cerned about caregiver burn-
out while caring for someone 
with Alzheimer’s or dementia.
Now that we’ve broken down 
that various care levels avail-
able in senior living communi-
ties, consider the following ar-
eas as you search for the right 
fit for you or your loved one.

ASSESSINg NEEDS & 
PREFERENCES

Begin by evaluating you or 
your loved one’s physical, 
emotional, and cognitive 
conditions in detail to decide 
on the most suitable level. 
There are professionals at 
all senior living communi-
ties to help guide you with 
these decisions. Don’t let 
the process overwhelm you.

RESEARCHINg & 
TOURINg 

COMMUNITIES
Start by exploring communi-
ties in your desired living lo-
cation. Arrange visits to pro-
spective communities to see 
the setting, both inside and 
outside, as well as how staff 
interact, and the amenities 
offered. Always ask for a bro-
chure detailing the community 
so you can compare the com-
munities that you have visited.

Whenever possible, talk to 
people currently living there to 
gauge their opinions about the 
community and its employ-
ees. Compile a list of ques-
tions before the tour, concen-
trating on aspects such as 
the ratio of staff to residents, 
emergency plans, food offer-
ings as well as dietary modifi-
cations, and lifestyle activities.

CONSULTINg WITH 
PROFESSIONALS

Consult with medical experts, 
including physicians, social 
workers, or geriatric care pro-
fessionals, who can provide 
advice tailored to the unique 
needs of you or your loved one.

Look into speaking with fi-
nancial advisors specializing 
in elder law to understand the 
financial aspects of care for 
older adults.

No matter what care level you 
think is best for you or your 
loved one, the process of 
choosing a senior living com-
munity can be overwhelm-
ing. With careful planning, 

research, and consideration, 
you can find the perfect match 
for your loved one’s needs and 
provide them with a safe, and 
enjoyable lifestyle. Whether 
you are looking for indepen-
dent living, assisted living, 
healthcare or memory care, 
you want to make the best 
decision for yourself or your 
loved ones. Consider Western 
Reserve Masonic Communi-
ty (WRMC) Medina, Ohio in 
your tour of potential “homes.” 

To schedule a tour or 
learn more about our 
community, you can 

give us a call at 
(330) 721-3283 

or visit our website at 
wrmcoh.org.



HELPING HANDS   |   NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2024   |   PAGE 14

OFFICE FOR OLDER ADULTS
NEWS FROM THE

Did you know that as of 2023, more than $10 
billion dollars have been lost to scams and 
fraud? As a result, the Medina County Scam 
Squad was created to help protect and pre-
vent people from scams.
 
Directed by Thomas Condosta, an Assistant 
Prosecuting Attorney for the Medina Coun-
ty Prosecutor’s Office, the Scam Squad is 
a financial fraud task force. To achieve their 
goal, the Scam Squad works alongside lo-
cal citizens, non-profit organizations, social 
service agencies, and other local groups in 
order to prevent deception in the community.

Unmasking scammers and protecting 
the people of Medina County

The Scam Squad is available to every-
one in the county, regardless of their 
age, although they have noticed that 
their greatest impact has been on the 
lives of the seniors within Medina Coun-
ty. Regardless, they encourage anyone 
to call if they are in need of assistance. 
“The Scam Squad receives 3-5 calls 
a day on average and is always willing 
to help more people,” said Condosta.
 
Contact the Scam Squad at 877-SCAM-
550 (877-722-6550) if you have a con-
cern that you need to have addressed.

By Sahana Manglani, 
BEAT reporter

24/7 NURSING CARE
HoSpICE ANd pAllIAtIvE CARE

FUll-SERvICE tHERApIStS
RESpItE CARE

UpSCAlE AmENItIES
All pRIvAtE RoomS

REHAbIlItAtIoN Gym

AVENUE AT MEDINA CARE & REHABILITATION CENTER

a Place 
THaT FeelS like Home

ACCEPTING 

LONG TERM CARE 

PATIENTS!

699 EASt SmItH RoAd | mEdINA | 330-721-7001 | AvenueAtmedina.com
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News

Friday, October 11 was a “star-studded” day at the Soprema Senior Center (SSC) where well 
over 600 senior attendees from over 30 towns came out for their annual Senior & Caregiver 
Expo.  The event’s festive theme of “At The Movies…Lights, Camera, Aging Well!”  was a smash-
ing success where attendees were the “movie stars” and even received a pair of sunglasses 
when they visited the SSC’s table.  With 100 booths, featuring important information, giveaways 
and even some important health screenings, seniors literally had the opportunity to learn how 
they can “age well” in Medina County and beyond!  

While the main part of the event was happening in the Community Center’s four court field 
house, the Soprema Senior Center was bustling with activity with walk-in Medicare Check Ups 
courtesy of OSHIIP volunteers in the Media Room, a Wizard of Oz themed, family caregiver VIP 
station in the Activity Room and free popcorn, as well as delicious movie themed lunch specials, 
in the Soprema Café.  

The Senior & Caregiver Expo was made possible with the help of campus partners Wadsworth 
YMCA, Summa Health and Wadsworth City Schools along with funding from the Wadsworth 
Older Adults Foundation and a Family Caregiver Grant from the Western Reserve Area Agency 
on Aging.  There were also over 50 senior volunteers who helped make the event happen along 
with set up help from the WHS Football Team and City of Wadsworth Parks Department.

The Soprema Senior Center is open Monday – Friday from 8:30am – 4:00pm and offers free 
membership to anyone 55+.  The Soprema Café, operated by the Medina County Office for Older 
Adults, is open to the public from 7:30am – 2:00pm, Monday – Friday with delicious breakfast & 
lunch options, baked goods, coffees and more.  Visit the Center’s website at www.wadsworth-
city.com/SopremaSeniorCenter and follow the Wadsworth Older Adults Foundation’s Facebook 
page for more information and to see all of the seasonal happenings!

The Biggest Event in 
Soprema Senior Center’s History!

Denny Bauer, CLU ChFC

HOME • AUTO • LIFE • BUSINESS

CALL FOR A QUOTE!   440-935-6479

Serving Medina County
Dbauer@RF-ins.com

2024 EXPO

FROM 
THE



Elder Law and Estate Planning

Empowering our clients is our
primary goal.

For assistance, contact attorney 

Ann Salek*
*Certified Elder Law Attorney
*Certified Specialist in Estate

Planning, Trust, and Probate Law
salek@ccj.com
330.723.6404

Critchfield, Critchfield & Johnston, Ltd.

4996 Foote Road, Medina, Ohio, 44256
www.ccj.com
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Asset Protection  *  Medicaid Planning *  Veteran
Benefits *  Wills & Trusts * Capacity Assessment   

Conservatorship & Guardianship * Probate

As people live longer, the le-
gal issues surrounding dimin-
ished physical and mental 
capacity become more and 
more problematic.  I often 
have people tell me “my mom 
is unable to sign a Will.”  When 
I question them further, I find 
out mom has the legal mental 
capacity needed to execute 
a Will but she just physically 
cannot sign her name.  A phys-
ical inability to sign your name 
does not, in itself, preclude 
you from executing a docu-
ment.  A person can legally 
“sign” a document with just an 
“X” or a mark or even direct 
someone else to sign on their 
behalf so long as the person 
has the mental capacity nec-
essary to sign that document.

People also tell me their loved 
one is “too out of it” to execute 
a document.  However, the 
mental capacity necessary 
to execute a Will is relatively 
low (often referred to as “Tes-
tamentary Capacity”).  In very 
simplified general terms, Tes-
tamentary Capacity requires

This higher capacity standard 
requires more than a transient 
surge of lucidity, it requires 
an understanding of the sig-
nificance and consequenc-
es of the transaction.  Many 
believe it makes sense that 
Testamentary Capacity is low-
er than Contractual Capacity 
because the consequence of 
your testamentary decisions 
does not occur until after you 
are deceased but the conse-
quences of your contractual 
decisions typically occur while 
you are still living.

Determining whether some-
one is “competent” to exe-
cute a document depends on 
whether that person meets 
these capacity levels.  The 
capacity level can be deter-
mined by a combination of 
input from several different 
sources such as a physician, 
attorney, family members, etc.  
Keep in mind that just because 
someone may not seem “with 
it” doesn’t mean they cannot 
execute documents or enter 
transactions.

you to know (1) your fami-
ly; (2) your property; and (3) 
generally understand that a 
Will is a document directing 
the disposition of your prop-
erty upon your death.

Furthermore, the Testamen-
tary Capacity level is only 
needed at the time of exe-
cution.  Therefore, you may 
have “moments of lucidity” 
when you have the capacity 
level necessary to execute 
the Will but an hour later, you 
do not have that capacity lev-
el.  So long as you execute 
the Will during a “moment of 
lucidity,” forgetting what you 
signed an hour later will not 
invalidate that Will.

“Contractual Capacity” is a 
higher level of capacity need-
ed to execute documents 
such as a real estate deed or 
a financial power of attorney 
or enter transactions such 
as gifting property or sell-
ing a business.  Contractual 
Capacity requires the abili-
ty to comprehend the nature 
and effect of the transaction.  
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Home Care Services 
by Angels on Earth

We provide personal support care 
for people who are elderly, ill or 
need help with daily tasks. Our 
duty is to make sure our clients 
are comfortable, safe, and enjoy 

emotional and physical well-being.

Valley City, OH. 44280
Phone: 833.ARCHCARE (272-4227)
wecare@archangelshomecare.com 
Website: archangelshomecare.com

THE SILVER 
TSUNAMI

Seniors, Social Media 
and the Politics of Fear

SHERRY CASSILY, DIRECTOR 
OF ARCHANGELS SPECIALTY

HOME CARE

By: SHERRY CASSILY, Director, 
Archangels Specialty Home Care

Danbury Brunswick 
330-302-6210 | StoryPoint.com 
3430 Brunswick Lake Parkway, Brunswick, Ohio 44212

Our Danbury Brunswick family is 
a special one, and we’re grateful 
our residents are a part of it.

Call today to learn more about 
life at our community.

It's easy to care so 
much when residents 
mean so much!

Grandma stared at the smart-
phone in her hand. She had 
been trying to text her grand-
daughter for ten minutes now. 
First, she had accidentally 
called the fire department, 
then she had managed to turn 
on the flashlight. Now, she was 
convinced the phone was try-
ing to talk to her, as the screen 
kept lighting up with strange 
words and symbols. With a 
defeated sigh, she handed 
the phone back to her grand-
daughter, muttering, “This 
thing is bewitched, I tell you.”

This scenario is no longer. Old-
er adults are increasingly turn-
ing to digital devices, espe-
cially for those who consume 
news six hours daily. Televi-
sion continues to be a popular 
choice for those who spend 
four hours per day focusing 
on news consumption. Se-
nior’s report spending a sub-
stantial portion of their “screen 
time” staying informed. 

The constant influx of news 
can create a sense of fear of 
missing out among seniors, 
leading them to feel like they 
are missing vital information 
or opportunities. This can 
drive them to consume more

n  Excessive exposure to 
negative news can harm se-
niors’ mental health. Seniors 
should be mindful of their 
news consumption and seek 
positive content. Remember 
that news is often manipula-
tive and emotionally harmful.

n  Remind yourself that much 
of the concern, fear, and anx-
iety that is created by a polit-
ical campaign is not rational 
but manipulative.

n  Be aware that the amount 
of time spent gathering news 
can contribute to irrational 
emotions. 

n  Understand that a political 
outcome, regardless of vic-
tory or defeat, can evoke a 
range of emotions. 

n  Disconnect from political 
news and social media to 
give your mind a chance to 
unwind.

n  Repair damaged relation-
ships and rebuild with sup-
portive people who are apo-
litical.

n  Recovering from an in-
tense political season re-
quires time, patience, and 
self-care. By acknowledging 
your emotions, taking a break, 
reflecting on your experienc-
es, and seeking support, you 
can heal and move forward 
with renewed confidence.

news, leading to a cycle of 
fear, anxiety, and competition.

The American Psychological 
Association reported fear can 
sway opinions. Fear can be 
used to drive votes toward a 
particular candidate or par-
ty—a method that relies on our 
instinct to find safety in num-
bers. Analysis found that po-
litical messages with fear are 
twice as effective as messag-
es without fear. Fear works!

Fear is a powerful emotion 
with significant consequenc-
es. It can unite people but 
also lead to negative behav-
iors. Fear impacts individu-
als, causing anxiety, anger, 
aggression, and impaired de-
cision-making.

America’s politics have al-
ways been intense. Social 
and cultural divisions have 
grown, fueled by social me-
dia and Internet sites that 
can impact daily life, leading 
to depression, isolation, and 
economic consequences.

In conclusion, remember po-
litical campaigns are a sys-
tematic effort to influence 
public opinion through the 
dissemination of informa-
tion and ideas. It often in-
volves deliberate manipula-
tion with an emotional hook 
to achieve specific goals.



COMPASSION AND CARE 
from a Trusted Provider

WE’RE IN THE BUSINESS OF KEEPING OUR PROMISES.

By providing an infrastructure of social, spiritual,  
and emotional support—and an assurance of a strong 
organizational foundation—we honor and respect the 
uniqueness of the individual, allowing you to age with 
dignity and purpose. Throughout our nearly 60-year  

legacy, we have served aging adults with a personalized 
continuum of care for independent living, assisted  

living, memory care, and skilled nursing in a  
trustworthy setting like no other.

As a not-for-profit organization supported by  
The Village of St. Edward Foundation, our residents  
live securely knowing that we will never ask them to  

leave should they outlive their resources. That promise 
honors our faith-based roots and reflects the dedication  

of our locally-operated communities. 

NOT FOR PROFIT FAITH BASED LOCALLY OPERATED

INDEPENDENT & ASSISTED LIVING  |  MEMORY CARE  |  NURSING CARE

VSECOMMUNITIES.ORG

FAIRLAWN 
(330) 668-2828

3125 Smith Road  |  Fairlawn, OH 44333

WADSWORTH
(234) 217-8735

880 Main Street  |  Wadsworth, OH 44281

GREEN
(234) 294-0010

3813 Fortuna Drive  |  Akron, OH 44312

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE  >>

The Village of St. Edward Announces Exciting New 
Senior Living Community in Brimfield Township
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The Village of St. Edward, 
a Faith-based, not-for-profit 
leader in providing excep-
tional senior living and care 
services, is delighted to an-
nounce its latest expansion 
project in partnership with 
Dehoff Development. The 
new community, set to be lo-
cated in Brimfield Township, 
will offer exceptional Assisted 
Living and Memory Care ser-
vices designed to enhance 
the quality of life for seniors 
in the region.

This new community marks 
a significant milestone in The 
Village of St. Edward’s com-
mitment to enriching the lives 
of older adults. Scheduled 
to break ground in Spring 
2025, it will feature modern, 
comfortable accommoda-
tions, innovative care ser-
vices, and a range of ame-
nities tailored to meet the 
diverse needs of its residents.

“As a faith-based, non-prof-
it organization, our com-
mitment is deeply rooted in 
providing care that honors 
the dignity and values of 
each individual,” said Dan-
ielle Maur, Chief Executive 
Officer at The Village of St. 
Edward.  “We are excited to 
continue our successful col-
laboration with Dehoff De-
velopment. Our mission has 
always been to provide a 
nurturing and supportive en-
vironment for seniors, and 
this expansion allows us to 
extend our exceptional care 
and service to even more 
families. Brimfield Township 
is a wonderful location for this 
new community, and we look 
forward to becoming an in-
tegral part of the local area.”
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YES, a lot of Medicare Sup-
plement programs do cover 
the cost of hearing aids. I’ve 
personally dispensed over 
300 hearing aids to my pa-
tients with very little or no 
money out of pocket. The in-
surance coverage gives them 
two good quality hearing 
aids that would normally cost 
above $4,000 a pair. 

The insurance covers the 
hearing exam, hearing aid 
fitting, the cost of the hearing 
aids, plus free batteries and 
follow up appointments.

Some of the insurance com-
panies to check include: 

Anthem Blue Cross Blue 
Shield, Medical Mutual, Hu-
mana, Summa, United Health 
Care, and through the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan (ARP.)

Ohio has some of the best 
supplemental plans available. 
At Hearing Health Centers, 
we partner with insurance 
companies to help you every 
step of the way with your in-
surer to help cover the cost of 
your hearing aids.

Our staff has helped hun-
dreds of patients improve 
their hearing and we can as-
sist you with any insurance 
questions you may have.

DO INSURANCE COMPANIES
Question:

COVER HEARING AIDS?
BOB HEISER

By: BOB HEISER, Hearing Health Centers

We recommend that you call 
your insurance company and 
ask them if you have hearing 
aid coverage. You must first 
register with them and it can 
be done right over the phone. 
It’s a very simple process 
where they only ask a few 
questions but we can assist if 
you need help.

If you have any problems 
registering or have questions 
about hearing aid coverage, 
call our office and we will glad-
ly help you at Hearing Health 
Centers. 330-725-3259.

NOV & DEC ONLY 
OR UNTIL SUPPLIES RUN OUT

only
$600each

Reg. $1,800

PLUS 1 YEAR FREE BATTERIES!

INCLUDES
• FREE Testing
• FREE Programming
• FREE Follow-Ups
• FREE Tune-Ups
• FULL Warranty

100% Full Refund 
if Not Completely 
Satisfied!

FOR THOSE WITHOUT 
MEDICARE COVERAgE

BRAND NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART

AFFORDABLE
DIgITAL HEARINg AIDS

MANUFACTURER’S

Clearance 
Sale!

Health Centers
HEARING 754 N. COURT ST. (COMSTOCK’S JUNCTION) 

MEDINA  |  330-725-3259  |  800-916-1972

HearingHealthCenters.com

BEST OF THE BEST WINNER 9 YEARS IN A ROW!

The new community will be thoughtfully designed to offer a warm 
and welcoming atmosphere, with a focus on creating spaces 
that promote independence, safety, and well-being. Residents 
will benefit from personalized care plans, a variety of engaging 
activities, and access to specialized memory care services, en-
suring they receive the highest level of support and attention.

“We are thrilled to be partnering once again with The Village 
of St. Edward. We look forward to providing this offering to the 
Brimfield/Tallmadge community as we know The Village brings 
a first-rate product on every level.  This community will benefit 
greatly from having them,” says Dan DeHoff, President at De-
Hoff Development. 

The Village of St. Edward and Dehoff Development are working 
closely to ensure that the new community will be a place where res-
idents feel valued, cared for, and connected. As plans continue to 
develop, further updates and details will be shared with the public.

For more information about The Village of St. Edward, including 
updates on the new Brimfield Township community, please visit 
vsecommunities.org or contact Megan Bright, Chief Marketing 
Officer at 234-466-0703. 

About The Village of St. Edward: The Village of St. Edward is a 
premier provider of senior living and care services, dedicated to 
delivering compassionate and personalized care in a supportive 
and engaging environment. With a focus on enhancing the qual-
ity of life for seniors, The Village of St. Edward currently has ex-
isting communities located in Fairlawn, Wadsworth, and Green. 

About Dehoff Development: Dehoff Development is a leading 
real estate development firm specializing in creating innovative 
and high-quality residential and commercial properties. Com-
mitted to excellence and community impact, Dehoff Develop-
ment partners with organizations to deliver exceptional spaces 
that meet the needs of diverse populations.

BRIMFIELD TOWNSHIP



Michael Laribee is a partner in the Medina law firm of Laribee Law, LLP.  
This article is intended to provide general information about the law. 
It is not intended to give legal advice. Readers are urged to seek advice 
from an attorney regarding their specific issues and rights.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
SERVING MEDINA SINCE 1938

Estate Planning / Probate Administration

Real Estate / Contracts / Civil Litigation

Laribee Law, llp

325 North Broadway | Medina, Ohio 44256
 330.725.0531 | www.LaribeeLaw.com

By: MICHAEL LARIBEE, Esq., Laribee Law, LLP

MICHAEL LARIBEE

Loaning Money? Don’t Forget the Interest
Jenny and Molly had been 
friends since childhood.  They 
were both successful in their ca-
reers.  However, Molly unexpect-
edly lost her job and fell on hard 
times.  She was unable to pay 
her monthly mortgage statement 
on her house and her credit card 
bills were growing each month.  
Jenny loaned Molly $30,000.00 
to help her get back on her feet.  
Due to their friendship, Jenny did 
not charge interest on the loan.  
Could there be negative conse-
quences for Jenny’s generosity? 
 
While Jenny’s act is commend-
able, she may have created a 
taxable event for herself.  The 
Internal Revenue Code requires 
lenders to charge market in-
terest on private loans.  That 
way, the government can tax 
the interest payments.  Each 
month, the Internal Revenue 
Service publishes various in-
terest rates known as Appli-
cable Federal Rates (AFRs).  
The minimum interest rates 
vary based on the length of the 
loan.   Short-term AFR rates 
are for loans with terms of three

years or less.  Mid-term AFR 
rates are for loans with terms 
from three to nine years. Long-
term AFR rates are for loans 
that are longer than nine years.

If a lender charges an inter-
est rate lower than the AFR 
or charges no interest at all, 
the loan is considered a “be-
low-market loan.”  In that case, 
the IRS may add imputed in-
terest to the lender’s income to 
reflect the required AFR rather 
than the actual amount paid by 
the borrower.  The lender must 
then pay tax on imputed inter-
est.  The IRS may also treat the 
borrower’s unpaid interest as a 
gift from the lender.  Gifts in ex-
cess of the annual gift tax exclu-
sion ($18,000 in 2024) require 
the filing of a gift tax return.  
 
Jenny could also experience 
other adverse consequences.  
If Molly is unable to repay the 
loan, Jenny will need documen-
tation showing that the loan to 
Molly was legitimate. Since it 
was a below-market loan, Jen-
ny may not be able to deduct

the loss from her income taxes. 
There are some exceptions to 
the AFR requirements.  Gen-
erally, loans of $10,000 or less 
are not subject to the minimum 
interest rates provided that the 
loan proceeds are not used by 
the borrower for income-gener-
ating purposes (like investing 
in a business that produces 
income).  In that case, lenders 
can charge an interest rate be-
low the AFR, or no interest at 
all, and there will not be any tax 
consequences.  There is also 
an exception for loans below 
$100,000 between family mem-
bers provided that the borrow-
er’s net investment income for 
the year is no more than $1,000.
 
While it seems like a good ges-
ture to loan money to friends or 
family without interest, it could 
certainly backfire with adverse 
tax consequences.  It is import-
ant to seek the assistance of a 
trusted attorney before loaning 
money.  Otherwise, you could 
receive some unwanted atten-
tion from the IRS.

November 13th—December 11th, 2024
Wednesdays at 10:00am  

10 spots are available, registration is

strongly encouraged.

Telehealth is available. 

Group Room 108
246 Northland Drive
Medina, OH 44256

Silver Lining Group:
Supporting Mental Health for 55+

Silver Lining Group is a free 
5-session weekly group that helps
with building coping skills to 
manage anxiety and depression, 
learning about the grief cycle, 
overcoming isolation, building 
supports and resources in the 
community, and embracing the 
stages of life. 

To register, or for more information, contact Trisha McRae at 216.217.9289

This group is a collaborative effort by the Medina County 
Office for Older Adults and OhioGuidestone.

LUxURY SENIOR LIVING AT
THE VILLAGE OF HINCkLEY OAkS

1456 RIDEN WAY  /  HINCkLEY  /  330-239-8011
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Holiday Success with a Grandchild 
with Special Needs

CELEBRATING OUR DIFFERENCES

From: The Medina County Board of Developmental Disabilities

Medina County’s
The Giving Place

- Helping People Succeed in Our Community -

Helping with everything from early 
intervention and education opportunities 

for children to employment and 
community inclusive living for adults.

Medina County
board of developmental disabilities

330-725-7751  |  www.mcbdd.org

Bright lights, parties, and visits with relatives 
are all the things that make great holiday mem-
ories for grandparents and their grandchildren. 
While most children find the fall and winter holi-
day seasons to be exciting and joyful, many chil-
dren with special needs may struggle this time 
of year. The lights, the sounds, and the crowds 
can be overwhelming for children with autism 
spectrum disorders, ADHD, and other devel-
opmental delays. Grandparents of children 
with special needs can help control the cha-
os and support their grandchildren so they are 
able to enjoy family-favorite holiday traditions.

AVOID THE CROWDS WHILE 
ENjOyINg THE FUN

Crowds are tough for many people, and for 
children with special needs, they can be over-
whelming. Children who are overwhelmed are 
much more likely to melt down, misbehave, or 
simply freeze up. If you are taking your grand-
child on a shopping trip, keep it short, don’t 
rush and don’t try to accomplish a long list of 
items, and, if possible, try to go at the least 
busy times. Grandparents can also help by of-
fering to watch grandchildren while other fam-
ily members try to accomplish holiday tasks.

MAKE ADjUSTMENTS
Most children with special needs enjoy holi-
day fun, they just may need experiences on 
a smaller scale. For example, rather than vis-
iting a crowded Christmas event to see dec-
orations, stop at a local nursery where pretty

holiday greens and lights create a miniature 
wonderland. Make family gatherings shorter in 
time, rather than all day affairs. If you generally 
attend a holiday performance as a family, con-
sider sitting near the back of the theater so you 
have an easy exit if the performance becomes 
too much for your grandchild or look for senso-
ry friendly performances to attend.

INVITE SANTA INTO yOUR HOME 
OR FIND A SENSORy SANTA

Instead of your grandchild going to the mall to 
visit Santa, invite “Santa” to visit your home for 
a personal chat. If you do go out, look for a 
Sensory Santa option that is tailored specially 
for children with special needs. Many commu-
nities create experiences specifically geared 
to the needs of kids and adults with disabilities 
who are easily overwhelmed.

WRAP gIFTS 
Many children with disabilities have poor mo-
tor skills, so a gift with too much tape or extra 
ribbons can be extremely frustrating. Make it 
easier for your grandchild with a disability to 
open gifts by loosely wrapping with just a few 
pieces of tape, or better yet, put everything in 
fun gift bags.

For more information about ways to help people 
with developmental disabilities enjoy more com-
munity inclusion opportunities during the holi-
days, visit the Medina County Board of DD web-
site at www.mcbdd.org or call 330-725-7751.

From: PAIGE VERCUSkI, BEAT Reporter

Almost every citizen wants to do something good for their 
community, but it’s hard and sometimes time and materials 
are difficult to come by. The Giving Place makes it easy for 
anyone to help make a difference in Medina County.
 
Although The Giving Place, located on 1095 North Court 
Street, Medina, has only been open for around 9 months, 
opening in June of 2023, it has been a smashing success. 
In their first six months, they raised a total of $77,500 which 
they proceeded to donate to local charities such as Feeding 
Medina County, Cups Cafe, The Children’s Center of Medina 
County, and many more. To run their shop, they take furni-
ture and other items donated by people who no longer have 
a use for them and resell the items to customers. Angel Kief-
er, one of the three founders of The Giving Place comment-
ed, “When customers purchase items from us they know that 
they’re also helping to make a difference.”
 
What also makes a difference in the community is The Giv-
ing Place’s many volunteers. Since The Giving Place is com-
pletely non-profit, they rely on people in Medina County who 
can come in and help in their spare time. “We could not run 
the store without our very loyal and hard working volunteers,” 
Kiefer stated. At The Giving Place, volunteers go through 
donations, price them, and set them out for people to buy.
 
Over the past year, The Giving Place has gotten loads of help 
from their surrounding community to help make their dreams 
possible. Anyone can help improve The Giving Place by do-
nating things they no longer need to their store. As Kiefer re-
marked, “Our families, friends, volunteers, and the generous 
support from the Medina community have helped make our 
store a success. Others can help by spreading the word.”
 
For more information on The Giving Place, or even to help 
out by donating, visit https://www.thegivingplacemedina.org.

The 
Giving Place 
founders and 

volunteers stand 
by check for various 

Medina County 
charities.



By: CHARLIE PISTONE, 
BEAT Reporter

By: MARIE EDMONDS, Counselor at Law

Ways to provide 
money to care for 
your beloved pet
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As of 2023, 66 percent of US 
households own a pet.  It is 
not unusual for a pet owner to 
spend $2,000 a year on their 
pet’s care, in addition to the 
potential for emergency vet-
erinary care.  So, you may 
have concerns about what 
will happen to your pet if you 
die or are unable to make de-
cisions or care for your pet.  
You have several options to 
ensure that money will be 
available to take care of your 
beloved furry family member.
 
You will want to calculate the 
weekly, monthly and annu-
al costs of your pet’s needs 
so you can determine the 
amount required to take care 
of your pet for its lifetime.
 
One option is to give a lump 
sum of money to the person 
you choose to take care of 
your pet at your death.  This 
is the easiest option to carry 
out.  However, because the 
money goes directly to the 
caregiver, there will be no 
one monitoring the use of the 
funds.  You obviously must 
choose someone you trust.
 
Another option is to set mon-
ey aside in a trust specifical-
ly to care for your pet.  You 
may require the caretaker, as 
trustee,  to submit an account-
ing to a specific person.  This 
option does provide some

flexibility as the caretaker and 
trustee are the same person, 
but with some oversight by a 
third person.

A third option best protects the 
money set aside for your pet.  
This kind of trust will hold the 
funds to care for the pet, but the 
caretaker will need to work with 
the trustee, a separate person, 
to gain access to the funds.  
The trustee can make sure 
that the funds are being used 
for the pet.  If your pet requires 
a lot of care (such as horses 
or exotic animals), this may 
be the best option to choose.
 

WHO SHALL yOU 
CHOOSE TO CARE 
FOR yOUR PET?  

Most people look to a trusted 
family member or friend who 
may be willing to care for their 
pet.  This person has probably 
spent time with your pet and 
knows its routines and behav-
iors.  This also gives your pet 
a familiar environment.  There 
certainly are some things to 
consider, however:

n  Does their lifestyle and 
home make them a good fit for 
caregiving?

n  Do they have other pets?  
Do they get along with each 
other?

n  Do they understand what 
you expect of them?

n  Are there some specific 
instructions they may not be 
able to accommodate?

n  Can they afford the financial 
responsibility of supporting a 
pet?  (Which you can resolve by 
the amount of money you leave 
in trust for your pet’s care.)

Have you considered an ani-
mal welfare organization such 
as shelters, rescue groups 
or foundations that can take 
your pet and find a suitable 
home?  If you’re considering 
this, be sure to visit them to 
assess their cleanliness, staff 
interaction with animals and 
overall environment.  You 
should also consider whether 
this organization euthanizes 
pets that are not adopted and 
whether that influences your 
choice of organization.  Cre-
ating a comprehensive profile 
of your pet, including medical 
history, behavior, preferences 
and any special needs, could 
make the adoption process 
easier for the organization.

Or you may feel more com-
fortable giving your trustee 
or executor the authority to 
choose the  most suitable 
home for your pet.  
 
Be sure and make your wish-
es known in your estate plan.  
By being proactive, you can 
make financial and care ar-
rangements for your pet’s 
care well in advance, making 
the transition easier on ev-
eryone involved.  Be sure to 
review your plan annually for 
any changes in your circum-
stances, your pet’s health, 
behavior or routines.  
 
Let your potential pet caregiv-
er know of the plans you have 
made, and include a letter of 
instruction for the caregiver.  
Also let your pet caregiver 
know of the name and contact 
information of your executor, 
trustee and estate planning 
attorney so they can get the 
critical information they will 
need when necessary. 

Providing 
healing and support 

for over 75 years.

CarlsonFuneralHomes.com

MEDINA
330-722-5888

BRUNSWICK
330-225-2400

Marie Edmonds

Ashley Sorgen

WE’rE HErE For You!
Our team spends quality time with every client inquiring about family 

dynamics and listening to clients’ concerns. We strive to explain difficult 
concepts in understandable terms and to make ourselves accessible to 

answer questions. It is our mission to provide premium estate plans that 
accomplish appropriate personal goals for our clients and their loved ones.

807 EAST WASHINGTON STREET  |  SUITE 200  |  MEDINA
PH: 330.725.5297  |  FAX: 330.722.5932

Marie@MarieEdmonds.com  |  Ashley@MarieEdmonds.com 
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Plum Creek
A Senior Assisted Living Community

Family Owned

Celebrating 15 Years Caring for the Community

• Chapel Services & Library
• Variety of Social Activities
• Private Dining Room 
• Supportive Services

• Licensed Nurse on Duty 24/7
• Medication Management
• Full-Service Salon & Barber Shop
• Full Housekeeping & Laundry

891 Marks Road  |  Brunswick  |  330.220.4900
www.PlumCreekSeniorLiving.comCall today to schedule your personal tour

Each resident at Plum Creek Senior Assisted Living Community 
will receive dignified, compassionate assistance that is meant 
not only to help their quality of life, but to enrich it.

Medina County Habitat for Humanity
SENIORS IN NEED OF HOUSING

By: CHARLIE PISTONE, BEAT Reporter Habitat for Humanity has been 
around for 48 years, and in 
that time they have made a 
big impact on Medina County. 
Habitat for Humanity started 
in Americus, Georgia in 1976. 

When asked about the orga-
nization’s beginnings, Tom 
O’Connell, the Executive Di-
rector of Habitat for Humanity’s 
Medina County branch said, 
“A man by the name of Mil-
lard Fuller became concerned 
about people in his community 
living in ‘sub-standard’ housing 
conditions. He believed he and 
others should help their fellow 
community members.” Later 
on, Fuller and others started 
gathering materials to begin 
the construction of safe and af-
fordable houses. In 1991, Me-
dina County joined the Habitat 
movement to help the number

of affordable housing units in 
Medina County.

Habitat for Humanity has qual-
ifications for people who are 
in need of housing. The first 
requirement is if they have 
the need for housing that is 
affordable, decent, and most 
importantly safe. The second 
requirement is if they are able 
to partner and put in ‘sweat eq-
uity’, which is simply volunteer-
ing. The hours are usually paid 
off at their ReStore (located at 
233 Lafayette Road in Medina), 
volunteering to help build other 
homes for Habitat, and going 
to financial literacy classes. 
Finally, the person or people 
applying for a Habitat house 
have to understand that the 
house isn’t free, but it is sold 
with a 0% interest mortgage.

Nick Hanek, Brunswick City 
Councilman, has personally 
been involved with Habitat for 
Humanity, as he has just re-
cently volunteered at a house 
being built on Rocklyn Drive in 

Brunswick. “Habitat provides 
great opportunities for volun-
teers to be involved at a num-
ber of different levels,” he stat-
ed. “And, I’m thankful for the 
opportunity to help both on this 
home and with other projects.”

As O’Connell explained, in Me-
dina County over the past 33 
years, Habitat has built and 
dedicated 52 homes for those 
who were in need of them. If 
you would like to be a part of a 
positive force in the county, you 
can also get involved with help-
ing Habitat by donating, volun-
teering, and using the Habitat 
ReStore. As O’Connell said, 
“Habitat for Humanity is com-
mitted to the vision of seeing 
a world where everyone has a 
decent place to live.”

Contact the Habitat for 
Humanity Medina County 
ReStore at (330) 722-4494.

Councilman Nick Hanek volunteering in the Rocklyn house in Brunswick.



LIBRARY NEWS Read it and Reap!
Kits and Assistive Services at MCDL

Help all Ages and Stages of Life
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Seniors...Make Book Club 
a Breeze with Book Club Bags!

MCDL offers a variety of kits that serve various 
needs in our community. From early literacy to 
children dealing with grief to kits for those dealing 
with memory loss and their caregivers, read on for 
the variety of kits that may fit your many needs.
 

KITS gEARED TOWARD CHILDREN
Discovery Packs include five themed books, a DVD, 
and a toy for preschool through early elementary aged 
children. Nature versions encourage outdoor fun.
 
Grief Kits contain books, activities, and resources 
to support children as young as toddlers to school 
age, and their caregivers in their grieving journey. 

Early Literacy Kits are great to use with children at 
home or in the classroom. Every kit centers around 
a topic of interest to young children and contains 
books, activities, and puppets or toys related to that 
theme. View the themes and reserve a kit at mcdl.
info/EarlyLiteracy
 
Adapted Toy Packs include five themed books and 
an interactive toy equipped with an external button 
for children of all abilities. Packs feature popular 
themes like Star Wars and Disney characters.
 
Sensory Kits are geared toward youth and adults 
with autism or sensory challenges, with items that 
facilitate a calming effect. For in-library use only.
 
Caregiver Kits are meant for parents/caregivers of new 
babies and include materials to support early child-
hood development, literacy, & community resources.

Kindergarten Kits help prepare preschoolers for 
kindergarten. They have activities and information 
addressing the various educational domains of kin-
dergarten readiness. Both of these kits are for take-
home use and available at all locations.

ASSISTIVE SERVICES & 
MEMORy KITS

HEARING LOOP
Medina Library is equipped with Hearing 
Loops. Look for the blue Hearing Loop sign 
in Community Rooms A and B, the Medina 
Room, and the Customer Service and Refer-
ence Desks. Hearing Loop technology sends 
the speakers’ voice from a microphone di-
rectly to hearing assistive devices, eliminat-
ing all ambient noise. Learn more at mcdl.
info/HearingLoop

MAGNIFIER kITS
Decide what works best for you with a kit full 
of quality reading magnifiers. Kits check out 
for two weeks and include multiple styles and 
magnification strengths. View kit contents 
and reserve a kit at mcdl.info/Outreach.
 
Memory Café Events provide light snacks, 
fun activities, socialization, and resources for 
those living with memory loss along with their 
care partners. 

Stay Sharp & Memory Care Kits contain activ-
ities and games, photo cards, simple books, 
discussion starters, and self-care information 
for caregivers. They are designed for anyone 
caring for an individual experiencing memory 
loss. Stay Sharp Kits are for early to middle 
stages of memory loss and Memory Care 
Kits are for middle to later stages of memory 
loss. Available at all MCDL locations.

MCDL is a Dementia Inclusive Library per the 
Ohio Council for Cognitive Health.

The new 2025 line-up of Book Club Bags is now available for 
reservation at mcdl.info/BookClubBags.  Each bag contains 
ten books and discussion questions. They can be checked out 
for six weeks and additional formats besides print are available 
upon request. Mary Olson, Readers Advisory Librarian and cu-
rator of the Book Club Bags says,  “This release is always anx-
iously awaited by die-hard book club members.”

You can choose your titles and pick-up location online. You will 
then be notified when your bag is ready. The collection now 
has 65 titles, with 24 news ones and a few non-fiction titles too!

HERE’S A FEW OF THE NEW TITLES:
The Briar Club by Kate Quinn

By Any Other Name by Jodie Picoult
How to Solve Your Own Murder by Kristen Perrin

What you Leave Behind by Wanda Morris
Like Mother, Like Daughter by Kimberly McCreight

A Pair of Wings by Carole Hopson


